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Both speak of the interview with the Rebel commissioners
as having been pleasant and without acrimony. Seward
did not meet or have interview with them until the Pre-
sident arrived. No results were obtained, but the discus-
sion will be likely to tend to peace. In going the Presid-
ent acted from honest sincerity and without pretension.
Perhaps this may have a good effect, and perhaps other-
wise. He thinks he better than any agent can negotiate
and arrange. Seward wants to do this.

For a day or two, the naval appropriation bill has been
under consideration in the House. A combination, of
which H. Winter Davis is the leader, made it the occasion
for an onset on the Department and the Administration.
The move was sneaking and disingenuous, very much, in
character with Davis, who is unsurpassed for intrigue and
has great talents for it. He moved an amendment, having
for its object a Board of Admiralty, which should control
the administration of the Department. The grounds of
this argument were that the Department had committed
errors and he wanted a board of naval officers to prevent
it. He presents the British system for our guidance and of
course has full scope to assail and misrepresent whatever
has been done. But, unfortunately for Davis, the English
are at this time considering the question of abandoning
their system.

Mr. Rice, Chairman of the Naval Committee, a Boston
merchant, is reported to have made a full and ample and
most successful reply to Davis, who was voted down. I
have not doubted the result, but there was a more formid-
able effort made than was at first apparent. The Speaker,
who is not a fair and ingenuous man, although he professes
to be so, and also to be personally friendly to me, is strictly
factious and in concert with the extremists. In prepara-
tion for this contest he had called General Schenck to the
chair. Schenck is one of the Winter Davis clique, and so
far as he dare permit it to be seen, and more distinctly than
he supposes, has the sympathy of Colfax. Stevens, Chair-